
CHAPTER II 

THE 16th FIELD HO PITAL 
(FIRST COLORADO FIELD HOSPITAL 01\1.PA Y) 

117th A..."ITARY TRA~, 42nd (RAINBOW) DIYISION 

The Fir t Colorado Field Ho pital Company left Camp Baldwin, Overland 
Park, Denver, Colorado, by rail, at 4 :30 P . l\L, eptember , 1917, and arrived 
at Camp lills, Long I land, Ne" York. on the morning of eptember 12, 1917. 
Here it was a igned to the field hospital ection of the 117th Sanitary Train, 
42nd (Rainbo") Division. a the 16 th Field Ho pital. 

The 42d Di,i~ion, one of the first American diYisions to be a embled for 
the World War "\\as drawn from twenty- ix of the tate · and the Di trict of 
Columbia, and comprised twenty- even selected unit of the National Guard of 
the re pective tate · and district. The 117th anitary Train repre ented even 
of the e tate and the Di trict of Columbia a follow : The 165th Ambulance 
Company from Xe" J er ey; the 166th Ambulance Company from Tenne ee; 
the 167th Ambulance Company from Oklahoma and the 16 th Ambulance Com
pany from Michigan; the 165th Field Ho pital from the Di trict of Columbia; 
the 166th Field Hospital from Xebraska; the 167th Field Ho pital from Ore
gon, and the 16 th Field Ho. pital from Colorado. 

During its tay at Camp ~Iill the 16 th Field Ho pital, a with other unit 
of the division, completed it organization according to the new war-time table 
(an animal drawn field ho pital company of 6 officer and enlisted men), un-
der"\\ent inten ive ba ic military training and participated in practice marche 
and review .. 

The 42d DiYi. ion tarted it over ea moYement on October 1 . 1917, and the 
16 th Field Ho pital wa among the fir t unit of the divi ion to leave Camp 
Mill . The company entrained at Mineola, Long I. land, at 9 :00 A. 1\1., October 
1 th, and arrived at Hoboken, New Jer ey, 'ia rail and ferry at 2 :00 P. 1\1., of 
the ame clay. There it embarked on the . . Covingtmi at 4 :00 P. ~L and the 
convoy, which wa made up of the follo"\\ing tran ·port in addition to the Cov-
ington:-the . President Lincoln, the . Pre ident Grant, the . Tene-
claros, the . Pastoris and the S. . Jfallory- tood out to . ea at 2 :00 ..l. 1\1., 
October 19th. E carting the convoy was a cruiser and two de troyer , later 
joined by additional de troyer. and a tran formed German raider. The voyage 
aero the Atlantic wa uneventful, and the con\oy anchored in the harbor of 

t . Nazaire, France, late at night, October 31, 1917. The Covington docked at 
3 :30 A. ~L XoYember 1. and the 16 th Field Ho pital finally di embarked 
from the transport at 2 :00 P. l\'.L, on the 2nd, proceeding at once to Re t amp 
Xo. 1 on the out kirts of the city. 

On arrival in France the Rainbow Divi ion (le artillery) was a igned 
for training purpo e to what wa known a the Vaucouleurs area, midway be
t"\\een Nancy on the east. and t. Dizier on the "\\e t. Accordingly at :00 P. 11. 
on November 6, the 16 th Field Hospital left :Nazaire in the traditional ho:s: car 
troop train of France '' 40 men or hor e '' a the legend read on each dimin
utive car, and reached l\Iam·age in the new training area at 6 :00 P . l\'.L, on the 
eighth. Here the company a part of the 117th anitary Train underwent fur-

(385) 



3 6 THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

ther inten ive training. During the fir. t two weeks the train was hart of am
bulances and other nece sary equipment, and much impro"Vi ation was resorted 
to for technical training and the care of the sick of the division. For the latter 
purpo e, on November 11, 1917, the 16 th Field Ho. pital opened the first ho -
pital to be operated by the 117th Sanitary Train in France. The building used 
for the ho. pital wa a neglected, moldy. old chateau. and it took two day of hard 
crubbing and cleaning to make it fit for use. .A .. n epidemic of mump broke out 

among the 117th Engineer., who were al o billeted in :Jiau-rnge. , and with the or
dinary ick there were 7-:1: patient in the ho pital when the 167th (Oregon ) 
Field Ho pital relieYed the 16 th on ~oYember 15th. On being relieYed the 
company marched to Chalaine twelve kilometer eru t of :Jiauvage .. , on i\ovem
ber 17th. and opened ho pital here in a fine old chateau overlooking the Meuse 
Ri"Ver. Thi ho pital handled the sick from the division, many mump . and the 
u ual influenza and throat ailment . A detachment of medical officer and 
female nur e from Ba e Ho .. pital :t\o. 36 were attached to the 16 th while it was 
operating at Chalaine. . At this time, al o. three four-mule team and wagon 
with i:s: Ford ambulances ·were i . uecl to the ·ompany. and furni heel the unit 
with much needed tran portation and mean of collecting patient from the regi
mental infirmarie . 

During the tay at Chalaine the officer. and men of the compan~' had 
many opportunitie of becoming acquainted '"ith the French people and their 
way . Sergeant Andrew L. " atne, 16 ' th Field Ho pital, in hi. diary. ha the 
following to ay of one incident that happened at Chalaine. that reflect in 
some mea ure the reaction of our men to French way. . H e . ay , "NoYember 
21st. A large barn filled with hay caught fire about :30 P. :JI. , a. I wa ju. t 
tarting to do ome type-work. Th e Town Crier made an awful racket with a 

herder' horn and drum, and our bugler blew fire call. All the town r e. ponded 
a.nd formed a bucket line to river· we all had a bucket and worked until we -were 
soaked and muddy. American did most of the work. The Frenchmen eemed 
to haTe no pep . Local fire department. hand pump and men with bra. hel
met pulling it. arrived when fire wa out.'' Ilowever, the men of the 16 th oon 
made friend with the French villager , and did much in the -way of . ight--ee
ing which include 1 vi it. to nearby point of hi. torical intere t. In the valleys 
in which the Rainbow Divi ion wa now located Joan of Arc "·as born, had 
heard her mi ion. and had a embled her army for the liberation of her coun
try. It -wa · an inspirinO' atmo. phere in which to train, and quoting from Major 
Wolf ' tory of the division, " The Rainbow was stirred with the very martial 
spirit that she bad, in her lifetime, inspired in othe1 . It worked hard and 
hoped the day when it would move out along these valleys to the line would be 
advanced .. , 

On December 11 the di Yi ion wa. ordered unexpectedly to the La Fauche 
area. 55 kilometer. to the . outh"·e t. The 16 ' th Field Ho. pital left Chalaine at 
1 :00 P. :JI., on the twelfth and, in full field equipment. marched via ~Iaxey- ur
Vaise. Ma:s:ey- ur-::\Ieu e, Domremy (the birthplace of Joan of .Arc ) and Gon
court, finally arriYing at St. Elin in the new area on the fourteenth . H ere it 
spent it firt Chri tma in France and on December 26 the Rainbow Divi ion 
commenced it march to till another training area at Rolampont beh,een 'hau
mont and Langre . Thi march will never be forgotten by any of the men who 
participated therein and there i no doubt that it wa one of the mo t trying and 
arduous ta ks with -which the divi ·ion was ever confronted. The march wa a 
long one, and the road -were deep with now with a lippery ba e and full of 
long grade. . Quoting again from the tory of the diYi ion: 'Over an average 
of three full march day and 75 kilometer di tance, the clivi ion bucked the ad-
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(Photo l>y ignal Corp , U. S. Army) 

THE LO G, COLD MARCH BLI TO ROLAMPONT, FRANCE 
December 26-30, 1917. 

versity of a blizzard and pu hed steadily ahead on the lippery road . It did it. 
work uncomplainingly. :Many a foot left a red trail on the now and many a 
soldier. if not all, wa chilled from tart to fini h of thi magnificent effort. In 
the hi tory of thi divi ion there i no page more full of courage and determina
tion than that on which thi journey i recorded. The columns with gallantry 
and grit, drove ahead at lea t 25 kilometer a day and came in well closed and 
accounted for. * * * It was all ummed up by a oldier of the foot column who, 
limping and with hi feet in rag , cro ed the bridge at Rolampont. lidina and 
lipping under the weight of his pack and covered with now from the gale that 

he was com batting, 'Valley Forge-Hell!' he aid, 'there ain't no such animal'." 
Ju t how the 16 th Field Ho pital fared on thi. march, let ergeant Watne tell 
u through the medium of the diary previously referred to : 

' Night of December 26 I walked up and down the hills in the now tryin.,. 
to get my trength back and get the bronchial conge tion v10rked out of my 
che t to carry pack without hurting too much. :Morning of twenty- eventh up 
early. rolled field pack , everything we had, 3 blanket , extra uit underwear 
and uniform and hoe . Left St. Elin 9 :45 A. )f., hiking thru blinding now 
torm until 10 :00 P. 1\1. Dinner corned bill and bread frozen. Hiked hour. at 

a time and ·when allowed to re t all dropped like E kimo dogs in the now and 
got o tiff. hard to get up to help one another rai e packs. ArriYed Forcey all 
in at 10 :00 P. )1. * * • The only thing that warmed u wa a dic;h of hot corned 
beef lum and hot coffee--it never ta ted o good before in my military life. 

''December 2 1917: Left Forcey 10 :00 A. M., all foot-sore and wollen 
and hoe frozen, and marched thru heavy now and ice arriving at No.,.ent 
4 :00 P. :JI.. and clidn 't get billets until 6 :30 and all un lung pack and walked 
around public quare to keep from freezing our feet. Very cold. lepton hard, 
cold floor miserably cold and ome went to hospital next day. fo t of u lept 
on our . hoe to keep ice out but to little aYail. All in and too cold to leep. I 
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cut up a pine when no French " -ere aTound and we built a fire and at -:!- not 
being able to sleep went to drying ome of the shoes and helped to get breakfa t 
as cooks were pretty tired. :Managed to '' glom'' onto a ack of dry wood for 
noon coffee jut at last minute while the Frog were "parlezvou.ing" about the 
condition and pay for billet . (Alvin P. 'mith fell early in the clay and the 
column parted marching on each icle; he wa then picked up and ent to ho -
pital). 

''December 29: Left Xogent 9 :00 A. :JI.; quite a few of the boy didn't start 
and lots dropped their pack a. la t night wa hard on all. * * * Hiked thru 
heavy snow arrivinO' at Rolampont 1 :00 P. 111. Ko billet until 4 :30 P. 111. and 
no supper; all foot ore. * * * The whole hike wa. not according to A. Regula
tion a we had very little rest o when ,.,-e did ''e lay out like beaten dog and 
got stiff from no"· and cold. Some of the boy of Div. froze and al o a couple 
mules froze to death, later reported. 

" December 30: Left Rolampont :00 A . .:\I. Hiked thru now and it wa 
icy underfoot from column of troop. and wagon . and foot ore, the boy kept 
falling down and al o the mule and they were all in. * '~ * The hills were fierce. 
* * * They marched u at attention up the teep hill into the historical walled 
city of Langre and after pa ing the l:t draw bridge or gate they , topped us 
that were left and took a nap hot. We tried to stand traight but from our 
neck down we mu t have been at parade rest. \¥hen we topped for dinner I 
dicln 't think I could go on but after re ting OYer noon I got all right but after
noon we linked a long tretch at 130 teps per min. by actual count. ome of us 
were whi tling but ''e didn t feel like it. 'l'here wa only one non-com carrying 
his pack and two others with u and one officer. Capt. B. W. Bancroft and part 
of the way he carried Grant' pack. When we finally hobbl ed into Longeau 
we were all in and only about fifteen with pack , all the way. Arrived Longeau 
1 :00 P. ~I., December 30. * * .., ., 

The tay at Longeau wa not a plea ant one· now fell practically the whole 
time, and the weather wa ra"- and bitterly cold. On January 7 191 . the com
pany "-a . addened by the death of PriYate ~eil J. Sharp from bronchial pneu
monia, and, quoting Sergeant Watne again. ''The company wa pretty blue, 
about even teen ick in quarters and twenty in ho pital, and then Xeil' going." 
Drill and chool every day. with one hike a week occupied the time of the 16 th 
while at Longeau. and it was with little regret that orders were received to move 
to new billet · at Hume just north of Langre. . The march to Hume wa made 
on January 19, and here the company wa fortunate enough to secure much bet
ter quarter: than tho e at Longeau. On February 14 the 117th anitar:v Train 
received it much needed organization field equipment, and the 16 th Field Ho -
pital wa finally outfitted with its full complement of e cort wagons. horses and 
mules. In fact the Colorado unit fell heir to all the mule and wagons held by 
the re t of the ho pital and became the motorle ho pital of the -!2d Divi ion; 
thereafter, the 16 th wa facetiou ly referred to a the ' Hundred and Galloping 
6 th.'' aptain R. C. Cook and Fir t Lieutenant Joseph Snedec who had been 
detailed to attend the Fir. t Corp chool at Gondrecourt in :November, 1917, 
rejoined the company at Longeau hortly after January 1st. and on February 
3, 191 , Private William H . Baker, 16 th Field Ho pital, wa appointed Fir t 
Lieutenant, Dental Corps. 

The final pha e of the division training, the occupation of a o-caUecl 
"quiet sector ' on the LorTaine front, wa now at hand, and on February 16, 
1917, the -!2d Divi. ion began it movement toward the Luneville, St. Clement 
and Baccarat . ectors. 
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The 16 th Field Hospital left Humes by marching at 5 :00 P. }I.. February 
17, arriving at Rolampont at :00 P. }f., . ame day; here it entrained, and ar
rived at l\Ioyen Cf :30 P. 11'.I., on the eighteenth. Detraining the company marched 
na Loromontzey to Baccarat, arriYing at the latter point at 4 :30 P. :JI., on Feb
ruary 22. The 42d Divi ion wa now plit up and the variou units attached for 
front line training to the French \Ilth ..lrmy Corp which wa temporarily 
holding the extreme right of the line in Lorraine on a front which extended 
from Dombasle to Baccarat. The Baccarat ector wa held bY the 12 th French 
DiYision, and the 167th Infantry and 16 th Infantry of the. ±2d American Di
vi ion were attached to the French Divi ion for training. The 16 th Field Ho -
pital wa a signed to thi sector, and it personnel detailed to the French ho -
pital for training and to a i t in the care of the ick and wounded of the ~\.mer
ican troops in tbe ector. 'l'he advent of the American troops had transformed 
the hitherto quiet . ector into rather acfr»e front , and the ub. equent trench 
raid , .Allied and German. gan the 16 th Field Ho pital plenty of actual ex
perience in the care of the resultant ca naltie . 

From :;\farch 23 to 31. the company 'rn reliend from duty in the line and 
wa tationed at :Jienil. and ''hen tbe Rainbow DiYi. ion relieYecl the French 
12 th Di,ision in the Baccarat ector on April 1, 191 , the 16 th Field Ho pital 
returned to Baccai·at where it took oYer French EYacuation Ho pital Xo. 21/2 . 

For the next three and a half month the 42d Divi ion held the Baccarat sector 

AMBULA.i'\CE DRESS! G STATIQ, , 117Trr SAKITARY TRAIN 
Epieds, France. 

without relief, and u tained eYeral determined a ault and heary gas attacks 
by the enemy. The field ho pital of the di vi ion were continuou. ly in . ervice 
and in conjunction with the other unit of the ll 7th anitary Train worked out 
a plan of evacuation that 'rn a model for ucceeding medical unit in the ec
tor. It "·as during thi period that the 16 th Field Ho pital wa put to a evere 
te t by a sudden influx of patient- ''"ith tl1e o-callecl ' three day fever. ' Every 
bed "a filled and all the floor pace u eel. Working beyond capacity required 
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more men, and enli ted men "-ere attached from other ho pital . 'l'be record 
show that a total of 22:-0 patient were handled at thi time. 

On June 21, 191 , the 61 t French Divi ion and the 77th American Divi
sion relieved the Rainbow Di'i ion in the Baccarat ector, and the latter divi ion 
then commenced it movement to a po ition ea t of Rheim in the 
Champagne sector where it for the time being wa to become a 
part of the French Fomth Army under the command of the celebrated General 
Gouraud. 'l'he 16 th Field Ho. pital moved with the remainder of the divi ion, 
and on June 25 detrained at itry-le-Francoi ; from thi point the company 
moved by marching and truck transportation to Bu y-le-Cbateau via oulange , 
Collus and Camp-cle-tracteur . 'l'he movement bad been a lei urely one and 
everal day were pent at the latter place enjoying a re t and a field meet on 

July 4. While at Camp-de-tracteur word wa received of the death of Private 
Charle H. Setrhel 16 th Field Ho pital, who had been left in Evacuation Hos
pital Ko. 2 at Baccarat, on the morn of the divi ion. 'l'he company held a mem
orial erYice in hi honor under the bade of the pine· of the Champagne while 
an aeroplane battle wa going on overhead. On July 5 ho. pital wa opened at 
Busy-le-Chateau, just eighteen kilometer behind the line, but wa. oon forced 
to vacate and on July 6th order were received for the 166th and 16 th Field Ho -
pital to move to Ecury- ur-Coole to operate with Evacuation Hospital No. 4 
during the coming offen ive on the Champagne front by the enemy, detail of 
which had been di coYered by the French Intelligence ervice. 

General Gouraud bad decided to meet the impending attack by holding the 
fir t po ition with very few troop and making his main defen e on the inter
mediate po ition ome two or three kilometer in the rear. All troop · were put 
to work organizin"' the intermediate po ition and a econdar~- po ition to be 
u eel in ca e the intermediate one was captured. 'l'he 42d Division wa a igned 
the task of organizing part of the econdary line near ouain and Jonchery-'UT
Suippe , and. in addition three of its battalion were placed in the intermediate 
po ition which became the fir t line when the attack began. 'l'he Rainbow Di
vi ion and all French troop: on the intermediate and ·econd po ·ition were di
rected to hold their ground at ''every event and at all co ·t . ' 'l'he small cov
ering force in the forward po ition wa to retire in the event of a determined 
attack. After a tremendou artillery preparation the bulk of which was con
centrated on the abandoned fir. t po ition the German. began their assault early 
on July 15. 191 , on a wide front extending to the ea t and we t of the city of 
Rheim . On the front of the XXI French Corp -, the Germans, finding the 
French fir t line evacuated and uffering heavily from the Allied artillery fire 
while in it. approached the intermediate po ition. where th e French and .Ameri
cans were waiting. 'l'be German attacked repeatedly, but were repul ·eel with 
heavy los e , and although they continued their effort until July 17. their gain 
were negligible. 'l'he drin that wa to encl the war with a German victory wa 
a failure. and from tbi. time on until the Armi tice the German were con. tantly 
on the defen ive. 'l'be 42d Divi ion uffered about 1,600 ca ualtie and wa 
highly commended by General Gouraucl for it gallant conduct in the defense. 
1t wa withdrawn from the line on July 1 , and started we hrnrd to take part 
in the operation in the ~1arne salient. 

'l'be movement of the field hospital from Bu y-le-Chateau to Ecury- ur-
oole bad con iderably increa eel the difficulty of evacuation from the line, and 

it wa. found nee: ary to end a urgical team and a detail from the 16 th 
:B,ielcl Ho pital to Cbalons-. ur-M:arne to a i t in the care of non-tran portable 
American wounded. Ho,wver, the enemy bombed the to'~ per i tently and 
patient and opera tin"' per. onnel were moved further to the rear. Enemy avi-
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AISNE - MARNE OPERATION 
42nd DIVISION 

July 2 5 -August 3, 1918. 
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{l\Iap from " The l\Iedical Department o f the United tate s Army in the "Wo rld " ·ar ," Y o!. ·v:rn). 
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ator frequently bombed the hospital. at Ecury- ur-Coole. but . ervice wa car
ried on uninterruptedly. A total of 2.9-±9 ca e "·ere received here, of which 
2,519 were ga ed.1 

The 16 th Field Ho pita] commenced it movement to the new divi ional 
area on July 23 amid a terrific downpour of rain that oaked e\ery man to the 
kin . Entraining at Coolu , the company reached \illier - ur-l\1arne on July 

26 via Trilport and Luzancy, moving by rail, truck and marching. Ho pital 
wa opened at Villiers- ur-~Iarne in the chateau of l\Iadame France Wilson 
Huard, author of 'My Home on the Field of Honor," on July 27, 191 . Quot
in"' again from ergeant Watne diary: 

"Yillier -sur-l\1arne: At thi place we handled 3,600 wounded in three 
day . Had eight operating table going night and clay. Tv1elYe operating crew , 
one shock crew and X-ray machine ent to u from Pari . No one lept for three 
day . We used same place that General \on Kluck used for hi. hea lquarten, 
in 191-± when the Hun drove in o close to Paris.·' 

The -±2c1 Divi ion had relie>ed the 26th American and the 16-±th and 167th 
French DiYi ion in the Epied area on July 25 and 26, and in pite of trong 
re i tance took Croix Rouge FaTm. ergy and Xe le and reached the line· north 
edge Foret de Ne le I\Iareuil-en-Dole on Augu t 2. ''In eight clay on thi · 
front the Rainbow had accompli heel one of the greate t achances that had been 
recorded up to that day. During this period it had progre eel in the face of 
enemy re istance, 1 kilometer and played a leading role in the freeing of the 
Tardenoi , at a cost of, in killed and wound cl, 1 -± officer. and 5.-±69 men. '~ * * 
The sanitary train evacuated more ca ualtie than it wa e\er called to do before 
or ince. and was without intermi. ion moving twenty-four hour a day in order 
to bring the wounded from the \alley of the Ourcq back through Chateau Thier
ry to an evacuation ho pital that wa located an unbelievable di tance of about 
50 kilometers outh of the \alley of the l\1arne. During the la t few clay on 
thi front. the number of evacuated ick equalled the number of wounded that 
had been ent to the rear during actiYe operation there. ' 2 

After it relief from the line the -±2cl Divi ion spent a few day in the rear 
areas in the :MaTne Yalley, and then on Augu t 17-19 entrained at Trilport . 
Chateau Thierry and other point nearby for the Bourmont area between ~euf
chateau and Langre for re t. replacement of personnel and re-equipment after 
the arcluou erYice in the Champagne and l\Iarne battle . The 16 th Field 
IIo pital entrained at Trilport on August 17 and reached Bourmont on the 
eighteenth; here it remained until Augu t 29. when it took . tation and opened 
hospital at Longchamp near Chatenoi. in the northea ·t ection of the area. 
Further operation were pending, and on ...lugust 30 the cfo·i ion began its move
ment toward the t. l\fihiel alient, marching Yia Germany, Bicquely, Toul and 
Lagney to an a embly po ition in the Foret de la Reine. The marche were 
made for the most part under cover of clarkne . , and the troop were required 
to remain under coYer during da~·light hour to e cape ho tile aerial ob er•ation. 
Arriving in the Foret de la Reine in the opening clays of September the cli
yj ion was as emblecl in it assigned area coYered by a dripping oggy wood in 
which an ever increa ing quantity of rain continued to fall. The primitive 
road of the fore t were oon turned into veritable quagmire by the heayy 
traffic, and increa eel immeasurably the problem of upply. The 16 th Field 
Ho pital left Longchamp on Augu t 29. and moYing by mean of motor am
bulance . truck . and marching, eventually reached the Foret de la Reine at 4 :30 

1 The Medical Department of the Un ited State Army in the World War, Vol. VIII, Field 
Operation, p. 353. 

'The Story of the Rainbow Di,·ision-Wolf. 
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Location of units of the 117th Sanitary Train, 42d Division 
during Sl Mihiel offensive, Sept. 11-14, 191 . 

(::IIap from "The :\Iedical Department of the United States 
Army in the ·w orld War," Yol. \"III). 
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P. l\l., on 'eptember 11. However, the stay here 'rn brief, and at 5 :00 A. :J1., 
on the twelfth, the company moved to Ansauville where the 166th and 16 th 
Field Ho pit al esta bli heel hospital tation · prepared to erve the di vi ion during 
the t. :Jfibiel drive, which bad started at 1 :00 A. 1\1. that day. 

The ho ·pital companie at Ansauville occupied a large barn which lent it. elf 
readily to their purpose and afforded facilitie for a receiving ward, hock and 
recovery wards and operating room. During the 24 hour following the attack. 
eYacuation of the "\\Ounded "a practically impo ible because of the de trnc
tion of road where they cro eel r o 1\fan Land, and the con equent blockade 
of traffic. German pri oner were used in large numbers to portage the wound
ed e pecially aero the helltorn areas. Fortunately, ca ualtie were fe"· initial
ly, but increa ed as the aclrnnce met more determined re i tance.3 On ep
t~mber 21 the 166th and the 16 th Field Ho pita] "llere moved forward to Beau
mont, and operated ho pita! here until September 30; the personnel of the com
panie occupied the abandoned German dugout . 

The Rainbow Divi ion wa relieved on the t. fihiel front on the night of 
eptember 30-0ctober 1, 191 . by the 9th Divi ion and moved to the ouilly 

area, about 15 kilometer outhwest of Verdun, where it pa ed into the re. erve 
of the Fir t American Army prior to it participation in the Meu e-Argonne 
operation . On October -± the diYi ion a embled in the vicinity of Recicourt 
and wa a . igned to the F'ifth Corp . Continuing the moYement toward the 
front, the -±2nd Di,•i ion on October 12-13 relieved the 1 t Division in the line on 
the front; ju t north of ommerance, ea tward to the Boi de Romagne to a 
point ju t outh of the 'ommerance-Romagne road. '"l'he terrain on which 
the Rainbow found itself "a ingularly rugged, exceptionally arduou , and, 
during thi particular eason, peculiarly "llater-logged. For nearly two "-eek 
it had been almo t con tantly rained upon * * *. Rarely, and then only through 
Herculean effort, could an ambulance be brought to the mid"llay dre sine. sta
tion. The ground wa. of that remarkably oily nature which, imperviou to 
water, eemed to be di solwd by it. The naming, centurie before, of thi. par
ticular tretch we t of the Argonne a the 'wet hampagne' eemed to u . mo t 
accurate." 4 

At 5 :30 A. :JI., on October 14 the 42d Divi ion began its attack and by 
2 :00 P. 1\1., on the 15th the hilly ba tion of the Kriemhilde tellung in the di
vi ion· zone of action was taken. From October 16 until October 30 the divi
·ion "as employed in organizing the front for defen e and maintaining contact 
with the enemy by mean. of trong patrol pu heel "ell out to the front. The 2d 
Di vi ion relieved the -±2d Divi ion on October 31. and the Rainbow again pa. sed 
to the re erve of the Fir ·t Army. However. the re pite wa · brief. and the 42d 
Divi ion on the night of November 4-5 bivouacked in the locality of Fontenoi -
Anthe north of the Bnzancy-Youzier road preparatory to pa sing through the 
7 th Divi ion and attacking at noon on the fifth from the line Verriere ' -Brieul
le - ·ur-Bar. Th e attack wa made a directed and when relieved on ::\ovemb r 
10. 191 . by the 77th Divi ·ion. patrols of the Rainbow Divi ion had reached the 
south bank of the :Jieuse at Wadelincourt and Torey immediately oppo. ite Sedan. 
Immediately following the Armistice of November 11, the 42d Divi ion wa re
a embled in the Buzancy area, and then marched to it concentration area east 
of the l\Ieu e in the Breheville-Brandeville- tenay-Baalon area where it wa. 
equipped and prepared for the march to the Rhine. 

The operation: of the 16 th Field Ho. pital during the Meu e-Argonne of
fen iYe presented mucl1 the ame feature a. tho. e in the St. fihi el battle, and 

• :\redical Department in World War. Yol. YIU. Field Operations. pages 492-494 . 
•The Story of the Rainbow Division-\\'olf. 
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it will unque tionably be of greater intere t at this time to let a participant in 
the e operation tell the story of the company' doing . Referring once again, 
therefore, to Sergeant Watne ' diary: 

''October -±-6: Dombasle. Rainy weather. lept in pup tent which we 
pitched in dark ru u ual. Opened ho pital here. Air raid night of Octo
ber 5 * • • . 

"October 6- : AYocourt. Town ab olutely demoli hed. lept in pup 
tent . l\Iine in mall opening among wire entanglement . Lot of 1·ain and 
muddy. Had order to move out. Rolled our roll (blanket) in pouring rain. 
Road almo t impo ible. 

"October -12: Boise de Cheppy. Open hospital in woods October , 
where we arrived about 10 :00 P . llf. Had air raid an hour or so later; 35 killed 
and wounded right around u and more of our men touched. Rain every clay. 
Slept in tent and later in kind of helter made from pieces of corrugated teel 
placed in half circle OYer. 

''October 12-2-±: Cheppy. Clo eel ho pital in woods where we located in 
a part of the Argonne. \Yent to Cheppy where we took OYer ho pital of F. H. 
Xo. 3 in German dugout: large enough for 500 men. I had my billet in office 
with reinforced concrete roof and part of the time in tent. Worked every night 
on typewriting report . Ilere we "·ere bombed eYeral time and helled a little; 
quite a few of the boy had ome clo. e call . 

''October 26-Xovember 6: Baulny. Here we were helled and bombed 
October 27, 2 , 29. 30 and 31. l\Io t of the men in wet dugout of Ilun fifty 
feet under ground and which were a erie of long tunnels under the entire hill. 
with about 15 entrances on all ide , . ome leading into machine gun ne t of rein
forced concrete and had excellent command of urrouncling valley . Big drive 
started at 3 :30 with a terrific barrage of all caliber guns, Saturday XoYember 
2. 191 . * * * and no Boche. practically. to be found on our ector after the 
barrage let up. They all left in a hurry and our men took up the cha. e in 
truck . X OYember 3, Armi tice igned with Au tria. * * *'' I lept in quirrel 
hole on hill ide like the doughboy , thru raid· and all. 

"Xovember 6-H. Briquenay. Here we operated a corps hospital in a 
dandy German made ho. pital with walk and fences made of tick . awed and 
made into a network; a dandy kitchen and log cabin,. I slept in one and al o 
had it for an office; eYery night Clifford and I worked until about 4 :00 A. 'L, 
and once until :30 A. }1. Armistice with Germany signed while we were here 
and ho tilitie cea eel the 11th hour, 11th clay, 11th month of 191 . We could 
hardly realize 'Yhat happened, all was o quiet and no bombing or hell fire. 
}fo t of us were melancholy for a few day following the trenuou conditions. 
1 am till ick ince Domba le and "-earing a plit shoe, foot o wollen. ' 

The -±2d Divi ion began it march to the Rhine on Xovember 20, 191 . and 
moving by way of )fontmedy and \ Tirton, entered the Duchy of Luxemburg on 
the road ea t of Arlon. ~!arching through Luxemburg Yia )fer ch and Echter
nach. with a stop-oYer for Thank giving Day, the division finally entered Ger
many on December 2, and continuin"' the march along the Bitburg-Prum-Gerol-
tein-Hille heim-Dumpelfeld-Ahrweiler road r eached it a igned ector on the 

we t bank of the Rhine between Brohl and Roland ·eek in the krei of Ahrweiler 
on December 15. During the march from France to the Rhine the 117th 'ani
tary Train, working on the ''leapfrog' y tern, furni bed for each day . march 
and at it end, collecting point for the di abled from all part of the divi ion. 
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A field ho pital and an ambulance company constituted a team, the former 
housing and treating patient until the latter had cleared the particular area con
cerned and completed eyacuation to the rear. The team then moved forward, 
overtook the divi ion and in its turn again opened a divi ion triage. Thu , at 
the end of each day' march a hospital wa found receinng patient who hould 
be evacuated and an ambulance company supplementing a needr.d the ambu
lances a igned to the troop ." 

The 16 th Field Ho pital on arriYal in the Rhine sector wa as igned to ta
tion at Xeuenahr and here operated the dhi ional hospital in a former fa hion
able hotel. Training wa re urned on December 20, and until February, with a 
short break during the Chri tma holiday , wa rather intensive; however, at 
the beginning of March the schedule wa con iderably modified and the troop 
given more time for recreation. On March 16, 1919, the divi ion wa revie"·ed 
by General Per hing at Remagen and highly complimented by the ommander
in-Chief on it plendid record while in France and in the Army of Occupation 
in Germany. The divi ion commander, ~fajor General Flagler shortly after
ward i ued the following order which epitomize and ju tly pay a high trib
ute to the fidelity and courage of the per onnel of the 117th anitacy Train: 

''As the Rainbow Divi ion ha reached the clo. ing day of it military en
ice, the Commanding General de ire to recite in order the alient features of 
the ervice of the 117th Sanitary Train. 

"The record of the ll 7th anitary Train i marked by its steady efficiency. 
Thi , together with it deYotion to duty, it loyalty, the courage of it per onnel, 
it per everance. ha led to it being univer ally re pected and prai ed. ThouO'h 
their duty ha been to take care of the fighters and not to fight, their faithful
ne s to thi duty ha. led them into danger a · O'reat a tho e experienced by any 
arm of the ervice. Running ambulance under the very no e of the enemy, 
etting up dre ing and fir t aid tations on the fighting line it elf, they have 

by their excellent work done much toward pre ening that esprit de corp for 
which this Divi ion i famou . 

"The 117th Sanitary Train i compo eel of units from the Di trict of Co
lumbia i'lebra ka, Oregon, Colorado. 1e'' J er ey, Tenne. ee. Oklahoma and 
Michigan. Combined at Camp Mills, Long I land. N. l., they underwent train
inO' in the American area in France, then in the Luneville ector. In the Bac
carat ector they began to develop. tep by tep, 'my and mean · were worked 
out of taking care of wounded and sick. Th e Plan of Evacuation in effect in 
thi ector wa a model of it kind. 

"The anitary Train went to the hampagne along with the re t of the 
DiYision. Here for the fi1 t time they experienced that hell fire and expo ure 
that wa to be their lot until the clo e of ho tilitie . During the inten e bom
bardment preceding the German attack of July 15. it eemed a if the enemy 
had e pecially cho en a target the dre ing ta ti on , ambulance bead and ho. -
pitals ituated near Chalon . The route of the ambulances were covered by 
fire. Though the difficultie of proper functioning were great, they were over
come. 

''At Chateau Thierry. even greater difficulties were experienced. Due to 
the many ca ·ualtie the problem of evacuation became a very ·eriou one. Thi 
wa partly olved by the e ·tabli hment of a Triage at Epiecls, and later at Beu
varcle , at all time within fiYe kilometer of the actual fighting line. During 
thi battle, ambulance were often driven within a thou and yard of the front 

'l\Iedical Department in the World ""ar, Vol. Yiil. Field Operations. p. 922. 
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line. aero hell-scarred field., to collect and evacuate wounded. The teady 
·ervice rendered at thi point did much to maintain the morale of the troop . 

' At t. Mihiel, the problem wa of a different character. All road were 
clogged by the rush of tran port north. Here great Yersatility wa. ·hown . 
.Motor ''ere u ele . 'o pack mules and mule ambulance were rendered avail
able in this way. 

"In the Ar"'onne-::\Ieu e offen iYe. the li t of men to be evacuated wa 
-welled by the many ick. a well a the wounded. The ·week. and week. of mud, 
water and improper nouri hment, with the nenou train were beginning to tell 
on the cliYi ion. .:-\ightly, enemy aeroplane flew up and down the valley of the 
Aire on bombina expedition , the ho pita] at Baulny eeming to be their pecial 
target. During this period, ambulance head were e tabli heel forward of Som
merance, les. than '2 kilometer from the front line. . EYacuation "·ere carried on 
without interruption. and a marvelou tate of efficiency v•as . ho"-n in ·pite of 
the almo. t insurmountable difficulties. 

'' 'l'he Sanitary '!'rain wa eriou ly handicapped in it moYe toward ecla.n. 
Even o. it ucceeded in reaching it ta.hon and taking care of the ever increa -
ing number of ick. 

"During the march of the DiYi. ion to the Rhine. the anitary Train per
formed ucc:e. fully the difficult ta~k of erncuating the ick over the eYer 
lengthening line of communication . It finally reached Xeuenahr, in the Krei 
of Ahrweiler, which it occupied a. part of the Army of Occupation. Not the 
lea t among the 'ervice of thi organization has been it fighting the threatened 
epidemic of influenza in this Divi ion during the first months of 1919. 

"The 117th anitary Train ha eru·necl through work clone the prai. e and 
thanks of the entire cliYi ion. It personnel ha undergone the harcle t lot that 
falls to a . oldier-that of being fired npon and being unable to return the fire. 
It i with a keen . en. e of . ati. faction that the di Yi ·ion commander briefly re-

Hm.rnw ARD BOUND 
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views the magnificent record of thi organization. and a well a ex:pres ing hi 
own thank to them, he i . ure he can e:s:pre the gratitude of the entire Divi
sion for the efficiency, per everance and fidelity bown by all its per onnel.'' 

The 42d Divi ion wa relieYed from duty with the Army of Occupation in 
Germany early in April, 1919, and at once commenced it movement toward 
the port of embarkat ion for return to the United tate . The 16 th Field Hos
pital left ~euenahr, Germany, on April 6. 1919 and arriYed at Ere t, France, 
by rail, on April 10. Eight clay later the company ailed from Ere t on the 
tran port Leviathan and aniYed in ~ew York on April 25. Di embarking. the 
117th Sanitary Train moved to Camp ~Ierritt , N. J., where it wa later plit 
into detachment. for the final move to demobilization camp throughout the 
country. Final muster out of the company wa accomplished at Fort D. A. 
Ru ell, Wyoming, on May 16, 1919 and on it arriYal in Denver, the home 
town, the men of the 16 th Field Ho. pita! received a royal and enthu. ia tic 
welcome from their fellow town men. 

The trength of the company on muster out at Fort Ru ell wa one officer 
(Major E. R. Earwood) and L"'\:ty-fiYe enli ted men. Two enli. ted men of the 
company died in the er-vice-Private Xeil harp and Harvey etchel both of 
DenYer-and three enli. ted men were di charged for phy ical di ability; other 
officer. and enli ted men ·were tran ferred or mu tered out before the lmit 
reached Fort Ru. ell. Among the e latter were Captain Robert C. Cook and a 
few of the non-commi ioned officer. who were ordered to Camp Cu. ter, Michi
gan, for final dispo ition of record . . 

The commanding officer of the 16 th Field Ho pital during its period of 
service with the 42d Divi ion were as follow : 

Major Edward W. Lazell- eptember , 1917, to February 19 191 . 
Captain Alpha J. Campbell-February 20, 191 , to October 27, 191 . 
Captain Robert C. ook-October 27, 191 , to December 7 191 , and 

April 1, 1919, to ?.fay 12, 1919. 
:Major John W. Watt - December 7, 191 , to February 17, 1919. 
l\Iajor Edgar R. Earwood-February 17, 1919, to ~larch 31, 1919, and 

May 13, 1919, to elate of demobilization. 

The following named officer. al o erved at variou time , with the 16 th 
Field Hospital: 

Captain. H erlwyn R. Green, Howard A. Gilmartin, Clarence F. }furbach, 
Jo eph F. 'neclec, William W. Long and Cecil G. l\foorehouse; Fii.t Lieuten
ant Freel J. Pierce, Paul A. Opp, George W. Bancroft, 'Villiam H. Baker, and 
William W. Yan Dolsen. 

The 16 th (1 t Colorado) Field Ho pital on muster out pa· ed into hi. tory, 
but the record of it. faithful and Yalorou. enice in the Baccarat . ector. the 

hampagne-}farne Defen ive. and the three major offen ive of the Ai ne
Marne, St. Mihiel and Meu e-Argonne will never be forgotten by the people of 
Colorado. To the 16 th Field Ho pita! belong the unique di tinction of being 
the olorado unit with the longe t enice over ea during the World War.6 

6 Writing to the author under date of :\Iarch 22, 1934. former Captai n R. C. Cook (now 
manager of the Veterans Admini tration Facility at Excelsior Springs, Mo.) r e lates the following 
interesting item with reference to the red cross flag of the 168th Field Hospital: 

'"While we were at Camp Baldwin, DenYer. in July and August 1917, we had no suitable Red 
Cross flag for our field ho pital. l\Iy wife and l\Iiss l\Iarie Paulson (now l\Irs. Bostwick of College 
Point, N. Y.), botl1 of whom had been nurses in the city hospital at DenYer, Yolunteered to 
make an official Red Cross flag. The flag was made and presented and was flown from the staff 
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in the hospital section at Camp Baldwin. The flag wa also flown at Camp ::.rills, Long Island. 
It was used on every possible occasion during our service overseas and used as a marker for 
our hospital position on many occa ions during action, being draped o,·er the tops of the tents 
or some conspicuou place on buildings. At the signing of the Armistice this flag was in use 
at Bri~enay, France, south of Sedan, where we handled a large number of casualties and ick 
as the final act of the war period for Colorado Field Hospital "'o. 16 . 

"Following the Armistice when I was ordered to r eport to the Hdq. of the Third Army a t 
Coblenz as Attending Surgeon I took this flag with me. I sprinkled it with water from the 
Rhine River and h ad it in my office at Coblenz. In March 1919 I wa given an opportunity to 
go to Berlin as courier carrying dispatches from the American Hdq. at Coblenz and British Hdq. 
at Cologne to the Hdq. in Berlin. )fy associate on this trip was James P. Howe. now of the 
Associated Press, and a son of Ed Howe. "The Sage of Potato Hill'", at Atchison. Kansas. I 
carried this flag with me to Berlin and performed a sort of kid trick with it, I will admit. I 
attained access to the roof of the Hotel Adlon, the American Hdq. and flew the flag from a staff 
on the roof of that hotel long enough to take pictures, then pulled the flag down. secured the 
signatur es of witnesses and felt that it had finally really achieved its purpose. I now have this 
flag in my po session. A report of thi incident appeared in an early issue of the Stars and 
Stripes without any name being u ed." 
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